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Attitude Changes toward Nuclear Power Generation
— Analysis of Data from a Longitudinal Survey —
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Abstract The Attitude changes toward nuclear power generation in response to incidents/acci-
dents at the nuclear facilities were examined, using a longitudinal survey. A replicated survey was
conducted in Kansai area following the incidents in 1995 and 1997, and a panel survey was conducted
in 1997, using the same subjects as those in the survey conducted by C. Hayashi in 1993 about the
attitude toward nuclear power generation.

The results of the panel survey showed that an anxiety about a nuclear incident/accident tended to
increase and that the number of those who decreased an anxiety about a nuclear incident/accident was
relatively small, compared to an anxiety about other incidents/accidents. Using the quantification
theory to analyze the group that showed changes in attitude toward nuclear power generation, it was
suggested that the increase or decrease in the level of anxiety about a nuclear power incident/accident
had an influence on the changes in attitude. However, the influence was not the most significant one
compared to other factors. With the inclusion of the group that showed no change in attitude, the
general population structure that the approval for nuclear power generation because of inevitable use
of nuclear energy accounted for sixty percent remained with no significant change.

Keywords nuclear power generation, attitude changes, incident/accident at nuclear facilities, panel survey,

anxiety, quantification theory
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