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People’s awareness toward power generation choices
— Two and a half years after the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant accident —
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Abstract INSS has conducted continuous opinion polls about nuclear power generation
(NPG)sixteen times from 1993 to October 2013. The latest survey is the fourth one since the
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant accident and comes two-and-a-half years after the accident.
In this study those survey data were analyzed, and the results were as follows. (1) The percent
of persons considering the use of NPG as inevitable has dropped a little, but 53% affirm NPG is
necessary.(2)It was suggested that the problems such as the leakage of radioactive water at
Fukushima Daiichi had a negative impact on the opinion toward use of NPG.(3)Because of the
reduction of supply capacity due to long-term suspension of nuclear power plant operations,
electric power was insufficient in summer and winter, but people were able to overcome the
supply shortage by continuing their power-saving activities. The percentage of people who
thought the electric power was insufficient did not increase in particular. The percent who
thought a reduction of the NPG should cause the power supply to be unstable, has decreased
gradually.(4) Even though five months before the survey was taken there was a nearly 10%
electric rate hike to cover increased fuel costs due to having thermal power replace NPG, a lot
of people did not think their own electric bill had increased from last year. This suggested that
people do not pay much attention to their own electric bills after a rate hike.(5) Negative effects
of long-term suspension of NPG have not been recognized and the presence of NPG has declined,
and people’s support for the policy target of "zero nuclear power by the 2030s," has not been
reduced, even though the government has changed its goal.

Keywords Nuclear power generation, public opinion, continuous opinion polls, Fukushima Daiichi accident,
electric rate hike, electric power shortage
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